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BACKGROUND
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In 2018, the Legislature began amending California’s homicide law to remedy the long-standing problem of people
being convicted of murder and given lengthy prison sentences when the individual was not personably responsible for
the loss of life and did not have intent to kill.

SB 1437: Effective January 1, 2019, SB 1437 created a legal path for those convicted of murder under the old laws to
ask a judge to resentence them to a lesser crime if they (1) were not the person who took a life, (2) did not act with
intent to take a life, or (3) were not a major participant who acted with reckless indifference to life in a felony
that resulted in a loss of life.

SB 775: Effective January 1, 2022, SB 775 allowed those with similarly invalid manslaughter or attempted murder
convictions to seek resentencing to a more appropriate lesser crime.

Public Defense Pilot Program: The Budget Act of 2021 (SB 129) established the Public Defense Pilot Program
through which the Legislature provided needed funding to counties for public defenders to represent people in
1437/775 hearings.

IMPACT ON OUR COMMUNITIES

SB 1437/775 Provides Relief to Families:
About 47% of people incarcerated in state
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individuals released from long prison sentences
recidivate at a much lower rate than other
populations. For example, according to CDCR,
the three-year re-conviction rate for persons who
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people of color, with Black Californians
comprising the largest share (40%). Most were
serving indeterminate sentences (e.g., 25 years to
life) and some were serving a life sentence
without the possibility of parole.
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